
“It is right and inevitable that we should be much concerned about the salvation of those we 
love.  But we must be careful not to expect or demand that their salvation should conform to 
some ready-made pattern of our own.  Some Protestant sects have gone very wrong about 
this.  They have a whole program of conversion, etc., marked out, the same for everyone, 
and will not believe that anyone can be saved who doesn’t go through it ‘just so.’  But God 
has His own way with each soul.  There is no evidence that St. John underwent the same kind 
of ‘conversion’ as St. Paul.”

- C.S. Lewis, The Letters of C.S. Lewis, p. 446

“Simon Peter answered him, ‘Lord, to whom shall we go?  You 
have the words of eternal life, and we have believed, and have 
come to know, that you are the holy one of God.’”

- John 6:68-69

For many of us our initial moment of belief in Jesus came at a very 
young age, in fact, we may not even remember a time in which we 
did not believe in Jesus.  For others of us, our memory of turning to 
Jesus is more pronounced.  We remember clearly a moment or 
period of time where we experienced, in the words of the famous 
hymn, “I once was lost, but now I’m found.  I was blind, but now I 
see.”  

For all of us, we continue to experience in different ways and in 
differing degrees a process of “coming to know” that Jesus is in fact 
the holy one of God, our Savior, and the Lord of all creation.  Just 
as Paul warned the church in Galatia to continue in their 
relationship to God the way they began, by faith in Christ, so we 
must continually remember the same and grow in our faith in Christ 
and the understanding of the Gospel.  Whether for the first time or 
the fortieth time, the elements of believing in Christ and embracing 
the Gospel are the foundation of our conversion and of what we 
hope for others to embrace as well.

As C.S. Lewis said above, “God has His own way with each soul.”  
As we seek to share our stories of “believing and coming to know” 
Christ, our task is to clearly and faithfully share how God has “had 
his way with our souls,” so that another will be encouraged and 
enlightened to let God have his way with theirs.  Although 
everyone’s story will be different, what Jesus asks of us is still the 
same: believe in me, believe the Gospel.  

We want to share our story both as a way to give an explanation for 
the hope that we have (1 Peter 3:15), as living picture of how 
someone else might believe Jesus is real and true (John 19:35; Acts 
4:33), and as a testimony to God’s glory (2 Thess. 1:10). The 
following questions should help you as you think about how you will 
share your story of turning to Jesus, whether it was for the first time 
in a dramatic series of events or for the fortieth time in a process of 

But how do you share your story 
in a relationally appropriate 
manner? 

Gauge Their Interest
After you have explored the 
journey of another (through 
listening and question 
asking), it is often natural to 
share your story. At times, 
they will ask to hear yours. 
But if not, you can ask 
permission to share some. 
“Its really interesting to hear 
your experience. Could I share 
a little bit of my story?”
Asking permission is 
important. It helps protect the 
relationship and 
communicates respect to the 
other person’s interest or 
openness to talk. 

Whet Their Appetite
After having told their own 
story, most people will be glad 
to listen to “a little bit” of your 
story. But notice, it is “a little 
bit” of your story. Restraint 
must be shown. In this day 
and age, most people want 
the one or two minute 
“feature” version.  It’s often 
best to share only enough to 
whet their appetite,
So how would I say mine? (I 
hesitate to put it into writing, 
for all you readers to critique.) 
But here goes:
When I encountered Jesus, I 
was found by the one I was 
looking for. And the funny 
thing was, it happened in a 
bathtub. Can I tell you about 
it? 

Sharing Your Story



believing and experiencing more and more the reality of a 
relationship with Jesus, our Savior and the Lord of all creation. 

Think back to when Jesus became “real” in your life; describe this 
period of time. What was the situation?  What did you need to believe 
in Jesus for?  

Were there any passages of scripture that helped you to see Jesus?  
Or did a person help you see Jesus?  How?

How did you change? In what areas did you see growth or 
improvement?  

What spiritual concept had its greatest impact on you?  (for instance, 
God’s love, forgiveness, loving others, overcoming difficulties or sin, 
etc.)

What makes Jesus real in your life now?   How do you draw near to 
Him and worship Him?

Communicate Relevantly
Too often we underestimate 
the cultural divide between 
our Christian communities 
and those on the outside. 
We have developed a 
language of our own, one 
that communicates 
effectively on the inside but 
is virtually meaningless to 
those on the outside. We 
need the ability of 
translation, to speak the 
language of those to whom 
we communicate. 

Communicate Concisely
How do you boil down days, 
weeks, even years of your 
life experience into a brief, 
yet engaging story? 
Paul told his experience with 
Jesus in a story form. It 
takes about 3 minutes to 
read aloud. (Compare this to 
Acts 26:1-23 and you 
discover he used this format 
more than once.) Can you 
tell your story in three 
minutes? Time yourself and 
try it.
It’s not as easy as it seems. 

Record it
It’s helpful to write your 
story down, even if it is only 
a rough draft. Don’t worry if 
it doesn’t sound perfect the 
first time. The process of 
writing forces you to think 
more clearly. The draft gives 
you the raw material to 
shape, work with and refine. 
It is helpful to think of a 
specific setting as you write. 
Imagine you are visiting with 
a friend, conversationally 
telling your story. What 
would you say? 


